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on suspected terrorists. And they now can 
apply other essential tools—many of which 
have long been used to investigate white-col-
lar criminals and drug traffickers—to stop 
terrorist attacks on our homeland. 

Our Government’s first duty is to protect 
the American people. The PATRIOT Act ful-
fills that duty in a way that is fully consistent 
with constitutional protections. In making 
America safer, it has helped us defend our 
liberty. Since I signed the PATRIOT Act into 
law, Federal investigators have disrupted ter-
ror cells in at least six American cities. And 
since September the 11th, the Department 
of Justice has charged over 300 persons in 
terrorism-related investigations. So far, more 
than half of those individuals have been con-
victed or pled guilty. 

Key elements of the PATRIOT Act are set 
to expire next year. Some politicians in Wash-
ington act as if the threat to America will 
also expire on that schedule. Yet we have 
seen what the terrorists intend for us, in 
deadly attacks from Bali to Mombassa to Ma-
drid. And we will not forget the lessons of 
September the 11th. To abandon the PA-
TRIOT Act would deprive law enforcement 
and intelligence officers of needed tools in 
the war on terror and demonstrate willful 
blindness to a continuing threat. 

Next week, I will travel to Hershey, Penn-
sylvania, and Buffalo, New York, to meet 
with the law enforcement officers who see 
the importance of the PATRIOT Act in their 
daily duties. They know we must not let 
down our guard. The war on terror will be 
won on the offensive, so Congress must 
renew the PATRIOT Act. 

Every hour of the day, America depends 
on the work of vigilant law enforcement and 
intelligence personnel. These men and 
women have difficult and dangerous jobs, 
and they are performing superbly. In their 
mission of security, they are joined by mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who are taking the 
fight to our enemies overseas. The American 
people are grateful to all who defend us, and 
we will continue to give them every tool and 
resource they need to keep America safe. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:31 p.m. on 
April 16 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 17. The tran-

script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on April 16 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address.

Proclamation 7774—National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week, 2004
April 17, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
We have made significant advances in re-

ducing crime in our communities. As we con-
tinue to work to prevent crime, we also have 
a duty to help victims as they cope with the 
trauma of crimes committed against them. 
Each year during National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week, we acknowledge the suffering 
endured by crime victims, and we honor 
those who bring hope and comfort to victims 
and their families. 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of 
the passage of the Victims of Crime Act of 
1984 (VOCA), landmark legislation that sus-
tains thousands of local victim assistance pro-
grams across the country. Established by 
VOCA, the Crime Victims Fund provides 
crucial assistance for victims and their fami-
lies, including counseling, shelter, courtroom 
advocacy, and help with expenses. In recent 
years, VOCA has begun addressing issues 
such as cybercrime, identity theft, hate vio-
lence, and stalking. It has also expanded its 
services to help victims of domestic and 
international terrorism. 

While our Nation works to prevent ter-
rorist activities, we also continue to wage a 
war against other crimes. In fighting violent 
crime, we battle the problems of drug abuse, 
gun violence, and other threats to our safety. 
We must ensure that when crimes do occur, 
we always protect the rights of victims. For 
this reason, my Administration continues to 
endorse the bipartisan Crime Victims’ Rights 
Amendment. By allowing victims of violent 
crime to be present and heard at public pro-
ceedings and by giving them access to infor-
mation, such an amendment would guar-
antee victims’ inclusion in the criminal justice 
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process without threatening the rights of de-
fendants. 

While the Congress considers this amend-
ment, my Administration continues to sup-
port important resources for victims and 
public safety. We have directed funding to 
improve the use of DNA technology to solve 
crime and identify missing persons; we are 
employing multiple agency resources to aid 
victims of trafficking who are forced into 
slavery and prostitution; and we are encour-
aging faith-based organizations to provide 
spiritual and material sustenance to those 
who have suffered and lost. 

This month, I was pleased to sign into law 
the Unborn Victims of Violence Act of 2004, 
which creates a separate offense under Fed-
eral law for death or injury to an unborn 
child, in addition to any charges relating to 
the mother. Across our country, victims are 
being better served and better protected, but 
more can be done. I encourage every com-
munity to show compassion to victims and 
their families by providing them with the 
support they need. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 18 through 
April 24, 2004, as National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week. I encourage all Americans to 
embrace the cause of victims’ rights and help 
to advance it throughout our society. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:44 a.m., April 20, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 21.

Remarks on Presenting the 
Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the 
United States Naval Academy 
Midshipmen 

April 19, 2004

Welcome. Please be seated. Nice going, 
you finally got back. [Laughter] I am proud 
of the Midshipmen of the United States 
Naval Academy, the proud keepers of the 
Commander in Chief’s Trophy. Welcome. 
Earning the trophy says a lot about these 
men. It says you work hard, you set high 
standards, and you beat Army. [Laughter] 

I’m honored that Tony Principi, the Sec-
retary of the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
has joined us. He is a proud graduate of the 
Naval Academy. 

I appreciate Senator Thad Cochran from 
Mississippi who is with us, who is on the U.S. 
Naval Academy Board of Visitors. Senator, 
thank you for coming. You honor us with 
your presence. 

I appreciate the Governor of Maryland, 
Bob Ehrlich, joining us today. Thank you for 
coming, Governor. He claims he was a pretty 
good linebacker in his day—[laughter]—slow 
but could hit hard. [Laughter] Also on the 
U.S. Naval Academy Board of Visitors is the 
Lieutenant Governor from Maryland, Mi-
chael Steele. Thank you for coming, Michael. 
Glad you all are here. 

Gordon England is with us, the Secretary 
of the Navy. He reminded me of the time 
I went to the Army-Navy game in the fall 
of 2001. It was a miserable experience for 
the Naval Academy. My, times have changed. 
[Laughter] Mr. Secretary, I’ll give you some 
of the credit. 

General Hagee, Commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps, is with us. General, thanks for 
coming. I told the General coming in, his 
troops in Iraq are performing brilliantly. 
Thank God we’re on the same side. 

I want to thank Vice Admiral Rodney 
Rempt, the Naval Academy Superintendent, 
for joining us today. Coach Johnson, Paul 
Johnson, a winning coach, is with us. Coach, 
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